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Sgt. Peppers Hot Sauce

~
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BY JOSHUA MALONI

The most important
word in Sgt. Peppers Hot
Sauces, Etc. isn’t the one
you think.

It's not the homage
to the Fab Four, or even
“Hot” or “Sauces.”

“It’'s Sgt. Peppers Hot Sauces,
Etc. on my sign. But I'm staring
at, like, 15 types of peanut butter,”
owner Neil Garfinkel said. “I've
got bacon jams, jams. I've got a
whole bunch of products from
Poland. I've got cheese. I've got
barbecue rubs - a lot of barbecue
rubs; we're big on that. Mustards.
Peppers in the jars. Italian goods,
like stuffed peppers with ancho-
vies, and antipasto. Oils. We’re
just all over the place. A lot of
nuts, too. We do sell a lot of nuts.”

Since reopening at a new loca-
tion in mid-2021, Sgt. Peppers has
brought in an abundance of the
“Etc.”

“I sell as much of the other
things,” Garfinkel said. “Like
cheese: 1 have customers that
come weekly for cheese. But
when people walk in and they
don’t know what’s going to be in
here, they’re very surprised; and
a lot of times they stay in here for
half an hour. It’s a tiny little store,
but they pick up a little shopping
basket and fill it up.”

Yes, Sgt. Peppers offers some
300 sauces — of every flavor and
potency imaginable - but this
new spot has enabled Garfinkel
and his wife, Town of Lewiston
Clerk Donna, to be more creative
with the menu offerings.

“We opened in June and busi-
ness is extremely good,” Garfin-
kel said. “I don’t know why it’s
better than it used to be down the
street. I think, maybe, people —
since I've been open since 2014
— people are realizing, ‘This guy’s
not going anywhere. He must
have good product. Let’'s go see
what he’s got.

“The side location, looking at
Frontier House out my front win-
dow, it’s kind of hidden. But I put
a little sandwich board out on the
street, and people seem to find me.”

He added, “When you have
things that you can’t get any-
where else, it’'s unique. People
seek you out. So, we get a lot of
people from out of town, too.

“But our locals are still com-
ing. The ones that I started with
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in his store.

back in 2014, they’re still coming
here.”

Sgt. Peppers used to be located
at the corner of Center and North
Fourth streets. When a new plan
for that corner was unveiled — and
knowing a new building was be-
ing crafted next to the historic
Frontier House — Garfinkel de-
cided to move. He and his neigh-
bors, Chris Budde of Brewed
and Bottled Craft Beer Shop, and
Barbara Gray of The Mad Hatter
Tea House and Shawn’s Gate Art
Studio, decided to move into at-
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Village Diner

425 Main St., Youngstown * 716-745-9858

~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~
MON CLoSED NEW HOURS*
TUE - Spaghetti and Meatballs, Chicken Parm,
Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm
WED 6AM-2PM* - Meatloaf, Hot Pork
Sandwich or Fish - Battered, Breaded, Baked
THURS 6AM-2PM* - Cranberry Chicken or Fish
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder
SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eggs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu
- =3

riday Fresh
FISH
FRY

Beer Battered, Baked & Special
Weekly Options. Fish Sandwich &
Homemade New England Clam Chowder

Dine n - Take Out
Curbaide Pickup
297-4172

BREAKFAST & LUNCHES
4823 Saunders Settlement Rd.
Niagara Falls, NY

Mon. - Thurs. 6:30am-2pm
|_ Fri. 6:30am-7pm * Sat. 6:30am-1pm * Sun. 8am-2pm J

Come enjoy our
BEER BATTERED FISH FRY
ON FRIDAYS
DAILY SEAFOOD SPECIALS

433 Ceter Street

C/[l ’l,e Lewiston, NY
(&()rc%mq ﬂ

754-2028
" OPEN AT 11AM closed Mondays

Casual dining at its finest
since 1975

s capitalizes on the ‘Etc
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Sgt. Peppers owner Neil Garfinkel poses with some of the “Etc.” items offered

torney Alfonso Marra Bax’s prop-
erty at 442-444 Center St.

All three merchants are now
open, as well as a fourth first-floor
tenant, Battle Flag Tavern.

“This space is more central-
ized,” Garfinkel said.

He added, “We seem to be right
in the middle of the busy section
of Lewiston.

“And I've got Battle Flag Tav-
ern, Brewed and Bottled, a big
parking lot. People just come
here to park, and then they notice
we're here. All that adds up.

!

“Every time Brewed and Bot-
tled and Battle Flag are busy,
we're busy. And vice versa. We
bring them business, too.

“I love this spot, and I'm gonna
stay here for a long time.”

Garfinkel further explained,
“The whole building is unique.
Battle Flag is custom cocktails
that you’re not going to get any-
where else. Brewed and Bottled
is craft beer, and he’s got an as-
sortment — and things that you
can’t get anywhere in the area.
And the same with my store.
We're all almost the same. We
work together — with different
products. So, we’re not compet-
ing with each other. And we’re all
friends; it’s really nice.

“And when Frontier House
opens, it’s going to be even bet-
ter, because we're looking right
at them. And if it's a hotel or a bed
and breakfast, whatever it’s going
to be, it’s going to help also. I'm
very excited.”

Sgt. Peppers is normally open
daily from 10:30 a.m. until 7 p.m.
But for early spring, “it’s probably
going to be 1:30 till 7 during the
week, and then Saturdays will be
10:30 until 6, and Sundays will be
12 to 5,” Garfinkel said.

For more information, visit
https://www.facebook.com/Sgt-
PeppersHotSaucesEtc.
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FRESH BEER BATTERED
HADDOCK FISH FRY

Available Thursday - Saturday (while supplies last)

A'large piece of fresh Haddock coated in our house made
beer batter and deep fried. Includes your choice of starch
(starch options may change weekly), house made cole slaw
& dinner roll with butter, lemon wedge & tartar sauce. Also
available as Panko Fried, Foodini Fried, Baked, Cajun Baked,
Greek Baked, Lemon Pepper Baked & Panko Baked

Dine In © Take Out * Hot Delivery ® Minimum $15 Order
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Nominate Your Favorite Fish Fry Restaurant & :

ENTER TO WIN!

CONGRATULATIONS :
DEBBIE KRAEMER!

The Isle View |:
Bar & Grill :

" 791 NIAGARA ST., TONAWANDA | -

Now through April 15, vote for your favorite fish fry restaurant by filling .
out the entry blank below or visiting www.wnypapers.com. The eatery with the most
votes will be featured in the Niagara County Tribune/Sentinel and Island Dispatch. When you
cast a vote, you'll be entered to win a gift certificate from an area restaurant, Winners will | :

Last Week'’s Winner of a Free Fish Fry from
The Village Inn Restaurant on Grand Island! :
ENTERTO WIN A GIFT CERTIFICATE
FROM AN AREA RESTAURANT .

Our next winner will receive a certificate from: ]

693-6843 :

be selected by random draw and notified by phone or email. ]

Visit www.wnypapers.com/fishfry for a complete set of rules & to enter online. ]

NO PHOTOCOPIES WILL BE ACCEPTED ]

Name (Full): :
Phone Number: N
Email: ’
Restaurant Name: ’

Why this fish fry is the best:
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DROP OFF OR MAIL TO:
Niagara Frontier Publications
1859 Whitehaven Rd., Grand Island, NY, 14072

or visit www.wnypapers.com/fishfry
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